
The Federation of Fairfield Infant and Colneis Junior School 

Year 1 Curriculum Information Autumn Term 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you for your continued support on a really successful start to the new term. The children have coped 

brilliantly and have settled into their new routines and classrooms quickly and with ease. In ‘normal’ 

circumstances, we would invite our parents in for an information session to go through some of the key 

information for the year. As we are unable to do that, I thought I would highlight this for you in a welcome 

letter and remind you of some of the procedures and changes this year. 

Our doors are open from 8.40-8.50 where a staff member will greet your children and sanitise their hands 

on the door. If you need to speak to your child’s teacher at the door and you feel it is important/ urgent, 

please feel free to do this and remain socially distanced from the adults you are talking to. We can also 

take messages via Tapestry which is checked throughout the day if you need to communicate with us. If 

you’d like to speak to us you can request a telephone chat by leaving us a message on Tapestry. Otherwise, 

please feel free to phone the office and they can pass messages on to us.  

The transition between Reception and Year One is something that we work hard on every year to get right 

to match the needs and developmental level of your children. Due to the recent disruption in education 

over the last couple of years we feel this is more important than ever to help support your children’s 

emotional and whole wellbeing in the current circumstances. After Christmas we will look to move towards 

a more structured Year One approach when we feel that the children are ready, and the provision and 

outdoor area will still be used where it suits our learning. An example day starts with fine motor and 

Penpals followed by a 25 minute phonics session. They return back to their class to wash hands and get 

ready for the next session (English or Maths). Afterwards we have snack time and outdoor play before 

another handwashing session. We complete our other core lesson (English or Maths) before washing 

hands for lunch and play time. In the afternoons we have ‘topic’ and foundation sessions which vary from 

Reading afternoons, PSHE, Art, Science, Big Maths, PE, Computing and the outdoor area. For Autumn Term 

1 we are blocking Art and DT for one of our afternoons and in Autumn 2 we are blocking Science for one of 

our afternoons. This gives us time to develop skills and embed them through a block of learning.  

This term we have started to remind the children of the school’s charter and the core values (Please see 

behaviour policy on the website for more detail and information).  

We have a range of rewards for the children such as: 

● Bronze, silver and gold 

stickers 

● Praise Pads 

● Head teachers Awards 

● Tickets for the treat box 

● Earning a class treat  



Reading books in Year One 

In Year One our focus for reading is: 

- Phonic recognition and building their decoding skills 

- Recognising High Frequency and Tricky words (he, she, little) 

- Demonstrating comprehension and understanding of the text 

Although there has been a slight delay on getting our reading books out, we aim to have these with you on 

Monday 20th September. The books and levels which we have on record for your child do not necessarily 

match where they are now after all of your reading support at home. So bear with us, we want to get your 

child’s level right and send home a book that will both support, and challenge, their reading!  

The aim for reading is to read 4x a week and to sign the home school diary. You will find a weekly 

information sticker which will tell you the focus for our learning that week. We change books on a Tuesday 

so please ensure their diary and their books are in their bags on a Tuesday ready for us to change!  

In the meantime, please use your Oxford Ready Buddy log-ins (new log-ins have just been sent home) as 

well as Oxford Owls. I have created new accounts for our classes and attached the log in details below. 

If you misplace either of your logins, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

Oxford Owls log in 

 

Oxford Reading Buddy 

Your child still has access to their Oxford Reading Buddy account using their login and password from 

Reception. We have stuck a copy of this inside your child’s homework dairy too.  

My Maths 

In your homework book you will have your child’s My Maths log in stuck in the front page. There will be 

tasks set alongside the Homework Bingo that match our learning in class, as well as free access to Maths 

games using your child’s login. 



Homework Bingo 

Each half term the children will bring home a bingo board which they can use to choose their own 

homework tasks which are linked to our topics and learning in class. We found this worked really 

successfully last year as parents and children could spread out their homework over the half term period to 

fit in with reading and busy family lives! Your child’s homework book has been sent home with an 

explanation, and the first board, stuck in the front ☺ Any questions, just ask your child’s class teacher!  

Spellings 

After October Half Term your child will come home with a spelling book with a set of spellings in every 

Friday. These spellings are chosen based on the sounds your child has been learning in class that week. It is 

not used for a formal test and is done as part of a phonics lessons on whiteboards or on post-it-notes (so 

the children are not even aware that they are being ‘checked’). It helps us to identify children who may not 

be secure on those sounds and enables us to support them to fill in any gaps with sounds that they might 

have.  

As they are checked informally, you will either have a photo of your child’s board uploaded on Tapestry on 

the Friday or over the weekend or see their post-it-note in their spelling books, so you can see how they 

did. We do not want to put the children under any pressure, so practising them in fun and practical ways at 

home would be a great way to support this  

I have attached some ideas below: 

Pictures - Spelling words 

in magnetic letters on 

boards  

A fun way to get your 

children to practise their 

spellings and their 

segmenting skills! 

 

Picture word writing 

using segmenting and 

spelling 

 

This is another fun way 

to get the children to 

practise their 

segmenting and 

spelling skills. 

CVC and CVCC word 

frame cards- 

Using milk bottle lids 

with phonemes 

written on which 

children have to use 

to segment and spell 

the picture on their 

card. 

Post it’s  

Using post it notes around the 

house is a really effective way 

of getting your child to see 

their spellings throughout the 

day. You could go on word 

hunts where they have to find 

that word and practising 

segmenting and spelling it! 

 

For further guidance on how to support your child’s English skills at home (reading, writing and spelling) 

please see my Parent Guidance KS1 Literacy document on the school website: 

https://www.colneisjunior.co.uk/our-curriculum/reading-at-home/ 

 

https://www.colneisjunior.co.uk/our-curriculum/reading-at-home/


Year One outdoor area 

Last year we began to establish a Year One outdoor area. Using amazing donations from parents and help 

from staff we are incredibly proud of the area we have produced for your children. This has provided 

continuity from their time in Reception and allows us to build on that learning. We are passionate about 

providing your children with time to learn through practical exploration whilst practising and building on 

core skills.  

Your children are already loving this area. 

 

We are still looking for some of the following items if you’re having a clear out and no longer use these at 

home: 

- Lego boards, Lego and Duplo  

- Water toys 

- Small world toys (especially plastic animals) and Happy Land toys 

- Prams, dolls and pushchairs 

- Toy cars, trains and diggers 

- Kitchen equipment (plastic plates and cutlery, pans, aprons and hats) 

- Raincoats and wellies 

- Outdoor games such as Jenga and Connect Four 

Or anything else you think the children would love to play with!  

Thank you so much for your support and positivity when embracing the new term and the changes. It has 

been an absolute pleasure getting to know your children so far and we look forward to having a brilliant 

year with them! 

Miss Donnelly (Year Group Leader) 

 



The Federation of Fairfield Infant and Colneis Junior School 
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Year group 

teachers: 

Miss Donnelly (Year Group Leader) (1D) 

Miss Anderson (1A) 

Miss Aberdein and Mrs Barker (1BA) 

Year group 

support staff: 

Mrs Deal  

Mrs Bowen 

Mrs Spalding  

Mrs Wali    

Dates for the 

diary: 

 

We aim to take the children on the usual Year One school trip to The Grove to support our 

learning on ‘We’re Going On a Bear Hunt’.  

We will do this in small groups using staff members (no parent helpers) and we will confirm 

a date in due course. 

 

For any other important dates we will ensure you have plenty of advanced notice. 

Curriculum areas to be covered this term in:  

English  
 

 

 

The children will be learning: 

To listen to adults and peers so they can respond and contribute to discussions. 

To ask relevant questions to extend their knowledge and understanding. 

To build on their vocabulary and knowledge, giving well-structured descriptions and 

explanations. 

To form lower-case and capital letters correctly, starting and finishing in the right place.  

To understand when to use capital letters and full stops. 

To write sentences by saying out loud what they are going to write about and to re-read in 

order to check it makes sense. 

To understand different types of punctuation (full stops, question marks, commas and 

exclamation marks) 

To understand different word types (adjectives, nouns and verbs) and to use these in our 

writing. 

Reading 

 

 

The children will be learning these skills through both individual and group reads: 

To apply their phonic knowledge to decoding words in their reading and spelling simple and 

complex words in their writing. 

To build on their recognition of High Frequency Words (HFW) so they can apply them to 

their reading and writing. 

To develop pleasure in reading and a wider vocabulary by listening to a wide range of 

poems, stories and non-fiction. 

To develop accuracy and fluency in their reading by discussing the pictures, characters and 

events. We use our reading character dogs to help the children understand what type of 

question they are being asked and what skills they need to use to find the answer.  

Our reading dogs are: 

Inference Iggy- to help the children search for clues in the text/picture about how someone 

is feeling or why something is happening. 

Vocab Victor- to help the children understand new vocabulary and look at how authors 

have chosen to use certain words and phrases. 

Retrieval Rex- to help the children go into the text and retrieve the facts and information. 

Sequencing Suki- to help the children put events in order and understand the sequence. 

Predicting Pip- to help the children think about what will happen next and why.  



 

 

 

 

 

Maths 

 

We follow White Rose (more information online if you want to see what your child is 

doing in more detail) and they will be learning to: 

 

Block 1: Place Value (within 10) 

- sort, count and represent objects 

- count, read and write forwards and backwards from any number from 1-10 

- count one more and one less 

- Compare groups using language of greater than, less than, greater, more and equal 

to 

- Use the symbols < > and = to compare numbers 

- Order numbers by size and use ordinal language (1st, 2nd, 3rd) 

 

Block 2: Addition and subtraction within 10 

- Use the part, part whole model 

- Use addition symbols and find fact families 

- Find number bonds within 10 and systematic number bonds to 10 

- Add together and add more 

- Solve subtraction problems by taking away (crossing out, the symbol, number 

sentences and counting back on a number line) 

 

Block 3: Shape 

- Name and recognise 2D shapes 

- Sort 2d shapes by properties 

- Name and recognise 3D shapes 

- Sort 3d shapes by properties 

- Find patterns within 2d and 3d shapes 

 

Block 4: Place Value (within 20) 

- Count forwards and backwards to 20 in numerals and words 

- Identify tens and ones in a 2-digit number 

- Count more and less 

- Compare groups and order numbers 

Science 

 

In the second half of the term (Autumn 2) we will be blocking Science and learning about 

Materials. 

 

They will be learning: 

 



  

 

 

We will also carry out investigations on materials and will be learning: 

 

Topic (this 

includes all 

Foundation 

subjects) 

 

 

The topics for this term include: Space, Houses and Homes, Maps, Christmas around the 

world 

The children will be learning: 

To use geographical vocabulary to describe the physical and human features of an area and 

buildings. 

To make observations about the similarities and differences between ourselves and others 

and changes that have occurred within our living memory. 

To find out about the past from a range of sources, using them to answer and ask questions. 

To compare the geographical and cultural aspects of the traditional tales, festivals and 

celebrations that we explore. 

PE 

 

 

The children will be developing skills in: 

Games – mastering basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching 

which they can begin to apply to team games. 

Dance – responding to sounds and music using simple movements, individually, in pairs and 

in groups. 

 

PE days: 

1D- Monday morning and Wednesday afternoon 

1A- Monday morning and Wednesday afternoon 

1BA- Friday morning and Wednesday afternoon 

 

Earrings or jewellery must NOT be worn on PE days and long hair must be tied back.   

RE 

 

The children will be learning about: 

Christian festivals and celebrations. 

Where and how Christians celebrate. 

What is important to Christian families and their sense of belonging. 

Music 

 

The children will be learning: 

To explore sounds, learning to listen carefully and showing respect to others. 

To develop their vocabulary so they can describe sounds, recreate them and sequence 

them. 

 



 

 

 

Computing 

The children will be learning to: 

Locate and transfer images to match text. 

Develop simple word-processing skills e.g. changing the size, style and colour of font 

Use the Internet safely to search and answer simple questions with support. 

Understand the meaning of an algorithm and how they are implemented as programs on 

digital devices. 

Create pictures using a variety of different tools. 

Use recording equipment for both sounds and images. 

Homework 

 

 

 

Our reading target continues to be a minimum of 4 times a week, which can include the 

book sent home by the class teacher, library books (Felixstowe Library), newspapers, 

posters and magazines.  Please make sure you sign your child’s home/school diary. 

Weekly spellings will start once the children are settled into their new routines- after half 

term. The spellings will include tricky words and phonetic words. If you have any questions 

as to how to support your child at home, then please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

The children will be given a homework bingo board for each half term which they can use to 

pick their own homework (a minimum of 2 literacy tasks, 2 numeracy tasks and 2 

topic/theme tasks) 

 

Additional information about ways in which you can help your child at home: 

● Encourage them to organise their own things ready for school and take care of their belongings. 

● Encourage them to talk about what they have learnt in school that day. 

● Encourage your child to read, practise their spellings or practise counting on a daily basis. Little and 

often is the key and each day only needs 10 or 15 minutes. 

 


