The Federation of
Fairfield and Colneis

Dear Parent/Carer,
Welcome to our most recent newsletter - I am sure you will enjoy seeing the huge
range of activities our children have been taking part in this half term. It is when we
look back at the wide range of events that have taken place that we really can see
how busy we are, and how many exciting opportunities the children across our
schools are able to experience.
As this is the last newsletter of the term, I would like to take another opportunity to
thank you all for your continued support. We do appreciate the way in which you are
looking to follow our COVID protocols as well as the feedback that you are giving
us. We have also very much appreciated the positive feedback we have been getting,
it makes a world of difference to the staff, especially during this incredibly testing
period. Although clearly we still need to ensure that all our systems remain in place
for the Spring term, there is hopefully some light at the end of the tunnel longer term.
I am sure you have enjoyed watching all of the Christmas performances that the staff
and children have worked incredibly hard to produce and certainly helps us to get that
'Christmassy' feel.
We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas.
Best wishes and kind regards
Mr Mark Girling
Headteacher
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News from Nursery
Three Little Pigs
The children have been enjoying their recent study of the traditional story. The children have
retold the story using props and story illustrations. There have been some fantastic individual and
collaborative building projects in the role play area and using construction. Children have been
busy practising their mark making skills too. They were challenged to use the same building
materials as the pigs to create houses using straw, sticks and bricks.

Odd Socks Day in Nursery
Odd Socks Day was a fun way to explore difference and celebrate individuality. The children
watched CBeebies personality Andy Day and his band The Odd Socks . Their message to the
children was "Be proud of who you are and be accepting of one another." The children talked
about being a kind friend, one of our Fairfield Nursery values. They sat in a circle and shared their
odd socks. It was exciting to see so many different colours and patterns. The children are showing great awareness of the Nursery
values and many are being rewarded
for their kindness and thoughtful acts
with Behaviour Awards.

Home Learning and Nursery Rhyme Week
Many children have been sharing their hedgehog collages,
completed at home. It is always wonderful to see the
activities being created at home, shared using children’s
Tapestry accounts. There were lots of responses to Mrs
Baldwin’s challenge to share their favourite rhyme to
celebrate World Nursery Rhyme week. We were proud of
their confident recitals. Great work Nursery!
In sessions, we recited a selection of rhymes together
including Baa Baa Black Sheep, Row Row Row Your Boat
and Cobbler Cobbler Mend My Shoe. They have also been
performing a selection of Christmas themed songs and
rhymes.

News from Reception
Diwali and Odd Socks
The children have been learning about Diwali, the Festival of Lights celebrated all around the
world to mark the end of Harvest. Children explored how families prepare by decorating their
homes with rangoli patterns and diva lamps. There were patterns chalked on the playground and
patterns created using objects. Diwali provided many creative opportunities including painted
mehndi patterns on hands, clay diva pots and fireworks paintings. Children used the Busy Things
computer programme to design a rangoli pattern. Children also studied Indian music and dance
as a form of expression. Children talked about the similarities and differences in how families
celebrate different festivals around the world, including Christmas.
We had an Odd Socks Day on 27th November to explore difference and
celebrate individuality. The children watched a virtual assembly presented
by Andy and The Odd Socks band. Their message to the children was,
"Be proud of who you are and be accepting of one another." The children
talked about being unique and acceptance, one of our Fairfield school
values. They sat together and shared their collection of odd socks. It was
exciting to see so many different sock designs!

Letters to Father Christmas
The children have been busy preparing for Christmas and our first important job was to write and
post a letter to Father Christmas. The children used their growing phonic knowledge to ask for a
Christmas gift. They also thought about what they have been doing to earn a place on the good
list! They did a fabulous performance of their Christmas story ~ A Very Special Baby. It was sad
that we couldn’t perform live to our families but the children enjoyed learning the Makaton signs
and dance moves to accompany the storytelling songs. The North Pole has arrived in our setting
with a Polar Express themed winter wonderland.

News from Year 1
Bear Hunt - Learning Through Play!
As we were unable to go on our trip to The Grove this
year due to lockdown, we created two days of fun, exploration and learning through play at Fairfield! The
children went on their own Bear Hunt adventure with
Mrs Bowen and explored areas of school to describe.
For example, the bridge was wobbly and slippery and
the pond was muddy and wet! The children completed
a range of Bear Hunt activities such as map making,
puppets and small world, colouring, ordering bears by
size and practising their adjectives for the characters
from the story. They completed science sorting with
Miss Anderson and spent lots of time learning through
play. Whilst we’re sad we didn’t get to go on our trip,
we did have a great few days at school!

Being Mighty
Mathematicians!
In our math lessons the children
have been learning to solve addition
and subtraction problems. We have
been particularly impressed with
how well the children have remembered their fact families and how
they use the resources to help them!
Well done Year One!

Super Scientists!
In science the children have been learning about
materials. They have been exploring the different
types of materials and their properties. They were
fantastic at sorting out all of our recycling and
could identify which material it was made from and
the properties of that material. They are using their
knowledge of materials to carry out our ‘umbrella
experiment’. To see their results, check Tapestry!

News from Year 2
Great Fire of London
The children have been learning about The Great Fire of London. This started during lockdown
and there were some very creative art projects being sent in. These included a 3D Tudor house, a
beautifully drawn collage where Mr Teare, Mr Rimmer and Mr Girling all owned their own shops
and a fantastic video to demonstrate how fire spreads when buildings are so close! This video
was used during whole class teaching and the children really enjoyed watching it! All of their
learning definitely helped them with some ideas for their writing in school!

Maths
The children have completed some wonderful learning in Maths, lots of it based around understanding money. Again some inventive methods were used at home, with the creation of shops to
help the children understand the value of items and support their understanding of addition. In
school, we will be repeating money before Christmas to allow the children to demonstrate their
knowledge. We will take a very interactive approach with this and get them to handle money as
much as possible.

Reading Buddy
Lockdown and a two week isolation gave most children a really good opportunity to get back into
using Reading Buddy. We were all incredibly impressed with the engagement levels. These
peaked at around 83% for all 3 classes and we
were regularly moving the children up a level,
some more than once! It will be really important
that they keep this up now they are back at
school. Not only is this a nice, interactive way
to read a book, the quiz that comes at the end
of each book is fantastic practise for their
comprehension. Well done Year 2!!

News from Year 3
Back in time!
This term the children have thoroughly enjoyed travelling
back 2000 years to the times of the Celts. Using secondary sources of information the children have learnt about
Celtic hill forts, clothing, food, homes, weapons, battles
and significant historical figures such as Boudicca. The
children used the information they gathered to write a
diary imagining a day in the life of a Celt child as well as
designing a hill fort with defences, roundhouses and
farms. We have been incredibly impressed with their
research and know they are going to enjoy learning about
Romans and the next stage in their historical timelines.

Adding and Subtracting in Year 3
We are so proud of the children and the progress they have made
in maths this term. They have been introduced to the column
method and are now using it to solve number problems up 1000!
They have been using practical resources such as dienes and
their own representations to add and subtract hundreds, tens and
ones, with excellent results. Some of the children have even
enjoyed leaving problems for their teachers to solve in their maths
books!

Art, Design and Christmas Preparations
This term the children have been learning about Kurt Schwitters, an artist who was famous for his
work using the technique of collage. The children started their project by creating an artists page
and discussing what they liked about the artist’s work, what they noticed and ideas they could
use in their own work. The children learnt to layer a variety of materials, to use different textures,
to use complimentary colours and to design their own Celtic images, that would be later collaged
in their own choice of materials. Collage was also used to create Christmas decorations for the
traditional hoops, which decorate the school hall each year. The children love seeing their work
hanging above them at lunchtimes, during PE lessons and in our Year Group Assemblies.

News from Year 4
In Year 4, we have continued working our way through our usual curriculum. In maths we have
been focusing on learning some more times table facts and using them in lots of different ways to
multiply and divide mentally. We have completed our science topic on ‘Sound’ and are now learning more about ‘Electricity’ which links nicely to PSHE lessons on safety, and a DT project to
make something Christmassy! However, our main history topic focus has still been Ancient
Greece, so for one week in November we came off our usual timetable and immersed ourselves
in Greek activities.
Greek Week
Through the week, all our learning activities had a Greek theme. We learnt
some Greek words and phrases, did some maths on perimeter, and discovered
more about the Battle of Marathon as well as some other Ancient Greek facts.
Having looked at many Greek pots as sources of historical evidence, many of
the children particularly enjoyed making their own coil pots out of terracotta
clay. We also made some costume accessories ready for Friday!
Greek Week - Theatre
During the weeks before Greek week, the children in each
class had turned sections of the story of Odysseus into playscripts as part of their literacy lessons. They then used their
own scripts to practise performing those sections of the
story. During Greek Week we learnt a little bit about what
theatre was like for the Ancient Greeks and found out about
their use of masks. Each child made their own mask so that
the audience would know which character they were
portraying.
On Friday morning, dressed in our finest Greek costumes
(thank you to parents for supporting us with this) we went to
the ‘Greek Theatre’. All the children took their turn to perform
their part of the Odysseus story to the audience of the rest of
Year 4. We discovered some brilliant actors and were very
impressed with all the performances, especially as the
scripts had been written by the children themselves.
Greek Week - Olympics

On Friday, as well as our theatre performances, we
also learnt about the origins of the Olympic games.
We learnt about how they started as a religious
festival where city states would compete in various
events, some similar to today’s games, but some
very different. During the afternoon, in somewhat
chillier weather than in Greece, we did our version
of the Olympic games. The children tried chariot
racing, running in armour, discus, javelin and long
jump. The winning team were team Zeta from 4T,
who received crowns of leaves as their reward.

News from Year 5
Science: Earth and Space
The children investigated why the Sun appears to move across the sky and the impact this has
on the shadows which are produced. Then, the children discussed how the Earth’s rotation on its
axis causes day and night, with some children forming human circles to reflect the Earth and the
Sun and visualising how night occurs
as a consequence of their part of the
Earth facing away from the Sun.

Home Learning
We missed you Year 5!
Thank you for maintaining
contact and sharing your
work from home...

History: Ancient Egypt
As this term’s history topic draws to a close, the children had an opportunity to practise their
mummification skills. Using a doll to represent a pharaoh, they first washed the body in water,
then removed the internal organs and placed them in Canopic jars. The next step saw them rubbing the body with Natron (salt) and spices before finally wrapping the body in linen strips and
placing it in a sarcophagus.

News from Year 6
Year 6 have had a very busy term learning. They have worked incredibly hard in all
subjects and the teachers are impressed with all their efforts.

Dance
This half term, 6J and 6S have been working on a James Bond
themed dance. 6RW are continuing to work on their ‘Showcase’ dance
which will be available for you to watch on the website very soon.

Design and Technology
In DT, Year 6 have been designing and constructing their own Jack in
the Box. They have accurately measured the card and wood and are
now beginning to saw and hot glue the frame.

Remembrance Day
Year 6 designed and painted
stones this year to commemorate Remembrance Day.

Science
In Science this half term, the children have been learning about
Forces. The children applied their knowledge of air resistance
and gravity to investigate how quickly objects fall to the ground.
They recorded the results in a table.
The next lesson they plotted the data on to a graph.

We will remember...
To observe this year’s Remembrance Day, the
children over both schools produced some beautiful
artwork that was displayed at the War Memorial on
the sea front. Rev Chris Hood kindly led us in a
'virtual' assembly and on Wednesday 11th November
we held a Federation assembly through Zoom where
we shared in two minutes of silence supported by a
recording of the last post that was played by a
gentleman from Felixstowe Salvation Army. As
always, the children showed great respect at this
poignant time of remembrance.

We will remember...

Christmas Festivities

Term Dates
Current Academic Year: Term dates for 2020-2021
Autumn term:
Start of Autumn term:
Half term:
End of Autumn term:
PD (non school) days:

Spring term:
Start of Spring term:
Half term:
End of Spring term:
PD (non school) day:
Summer term:
Start of Summer term:
May Bank Holiday:
Half term:
End of Summer term:
PD (non school) days:

Thursday 3 September 2020
Monday 26 October 2020 to Friday 30 October 2020
Friday 18 December 2020
Tuesday 1 September 2020
Wednesday 2 September 2020

Tuesday 5 January 2021
Monday 15 February 2021 to Friday 19 February 2021
Friday 26 March 2021
Monday 4 January 2021

Monday 12 April 2021
Monday 3 May 2021
Monday 31 May 2021 (May Bank Holiday) to Friday 4 June 2021
Friday 16 July 2021
Monday 19 July 2021
Tuesday 20 July 2021

Next Academic Year: Term dates for 2021-2022
Autumn term:
Start of Autumn term:
Half term:
End of Autumn term:
PD (non school) days:

Spring term:
Start of Spring term:
Half term:
End of Spring term:
PD (non school) days:

Summer term:
Start of Summer term:
May Bank Holiday:
Half term:
End of Summer term:
PD (non school) day:

Thursday 2nd September 2021
Monday 25th October to Friday 29th October 2021
Friday 17th December 2021
Wednesday 1st September 2021
Friday 22nd October 2021

Thurs 6th January 2022
Monday 21st February to Friday 25th February 2022
Friday 8th April 2022
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Wednesday 5th January 2022

Tuesday 26th April 2022
Monday 2 May 2022
Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June 2022
Thursday 21st July 2022
Monday 25th April 2022

Our School Values

