The Federation of
Fairfield and Colneis

Dear Parent/Carer,
I hope that you enjoy reading our revamped newsletter! It will give you a real flavour of some of the
learning opportunities that the children across our Federation have been taking part in. I am sure
you will turn to the year groups that involve your own children first of all, but do cast your eyes over
the other year groups too.
We are very aware that we do not currently have the ability to be able to invite parents into school;
we do miss those chances where we can get you in to work alongside your children and to see
them in action. I hope that the newsletter gives you a little flavour of what has been happening in
what has been a very busy half term.
We have made every effort to give the children as normal a curriculum experience as is possible
and the teachers are finding some very creative ways to teach. From speaking to children and looking in their books it would seem that they are enjoying what they are doing.
We have also tried to continue with some of our 'special' events this half term. We would normally
attend the Methodist church in town for our Harvest services, a tradition very important to our
schools. This year, however, we brought Rev Diane from the church to us through the power of
Zoom. She helped lead our weekly celebration assembly on Friday 16th October, where she not
only talked about the importance of harvest, friendship and kindness, but thanked the children for
their very kind harvest donations. These will prove incredibly valuable to those families in need.
All of the children will have been involved in learning about the importance of black history month
that has taken place during October. You will see from this newsletter the range of learning that has
been happening. It helps to build on one of our key central values of acceptance, and helping
children to learn that we should appreciate each other for who we are.
I hope that you all have a good half term break. Many thanks for your support this half term, particularly with the range of systems and policies we have in place to help keep the children, staff and
each other as safe as possible. As a Federation, we will soon be discussing what Christmas can
look like for our children this year within the current restrictions and will look forward to sharing
these plans with you as soon as we can.
Best wishes and kind regards
Mr Mark Girling
Headteacher
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News from Nursery
Settling into the new routines
The children have impressed us with how quickly they have settled into Nursery, working hard to
gain independence by hanging up their coats, washing their hands and self registering by finding
their named handprint. They are showing good listening skills and have been following instructions during our daily Pen Pals sessions, focusing on developing gross and fine motor skills. They
have enjoyed exploring the indoor and outdoor spaces as well as recognising the autumnal
changes around school. They’ve found lots of exciting leaves on the back green.

Imaginative Play
The children are enjoying the opportunity to develop their own play ideas and also working
collaboratively with others. This week, we have seen play develop in roleplay—we have spotted
bakers, pirates finding shape treasures and children hopping aboard the bus. We have had many
building projects using the foam
bricks and tools and have enjoyed
lots of mark making experiences
with a range of art materials. They
have used story telling language,
sharing resources and exploring
different occupations. Isn’t learning
through play simply wonderful!

Signs of Autumn
The children have been exploring Autumn and discussing how farmers prepare for Harvest.
There has been apple printing, hedgehog crafting and scarecrow dancing. The children are looking forward to their Harvest Festival and have explored how some of our food grows. They have
had a trip to the farm (Down on the Farm, CBeebies) to see where our food comes from and
have enjoyed removing sunflower seeds from the Nursery garden’s crop. They have participated
in ring games and Cosmic Yoga, including the Farmers in His Den. They have been tasting a variety of fruits and vegetables during snack time. Radishes were not the most popular choice!

News from Reception
Settling into the new school routines
The children have impressed us with how quickly they have settled into school. They are enjoying
opportunities to work as a class and also play in the provision as a year group. They have been
exploring the indoor and outdoor learning spaces, enjoying PE lessons with Mr Ross and working
on their own projects in the classrooms.

This week, we have been looking for Signs of Autumn in our school environment as part of our
Spider Week. Children have visited the school allotment to see how some of our food grows,
preparing for our Reception Harvest Festival. They have made small and large spider webs,
crafted a web from strawberry laces and built a spider using a dice game. We are also learning
new spider vocabulary and labelled a spider diagram. What a great start our Reception year!

Our School Values
The children explored our School Behaviour Charter and Values. The
children learnt each coloured value using the potion lab. We have
been focusing mostly on courage, respect and kindness through
stories and during our free choice play.
Each class created their own set of
class behaviour potions to help them
learn the eight School Values.

News from Year 1
Our Year One Outdoor Area
In Year One we have loved developing our outdoor
area over the last few months and have enjoyed
watching the children use it to support their learning.
We have a Maths Zone, a Construction Zone, an
English Writing Shed, a Water Zone, a Role Play
Zone and digging areas for the children to explore.
On Monday afternoons children use the area to
practise reading games and activities outside and
on Thursday afternoons they get a session to learn
through play supporting our topics. They also have
the opportunity to take their learning outside when
the weather is nice and it is great to see them
learning and having fun!

PE Enrichment– Curling
In PE enrichment the children loved
working as a team to try and slide their
stone as close as possible to the spot.
They learned about how hard to push
the stone and how to aim accurately.
They also learned that you can hit the
other teams’ stone out of the way and
earn even more points for your team.
The children in Year One absolutely loved
their session!

Celebrating Harvest
It is that time of year again where we celebrate
Harvest Festival and the food that we grow. As
we are unable to go to church this year, we
decided to celebrate Harvest through our Art
session and do some Harvest printing and
observational drawing of vegetables and fruit.
We discussed what Harvest Festival means and
why it is important.

News from Year 2
Goldilocks Crime Scene!!!
Our topic of traditional tales has been a real success this half term.
The children retold Little Red Riding Hood at the beginning of the term and more recently were
presented with a crime scene on the playground. They had to ask questions and interview
witnesses to discover what happened and report on the incident by writing a newspaper report.

Cross Country
For the very first time we were able to include Key Stage One in the Suffolk Cross Country event.
Usually this event is for Key Stage Two only, however as we entered these events virtually this
year, we were able to enter almost the
whole school! The children were so
resilient. It was a little cold and wet but
they tried really hard. Mr Teare
measured out a 100 meter track around
the back green and the children had to
complete eight laps! The top five entries
will be sent to Suffolk School Games.

Black History Month
In PSHE we have been celebrating Black History Month. We started by learning about sporting
successes. We began by watching the story of Derek Redmond. This is one of Mr Teare’s favourite
Olympic stories and one that hopefully taught the children a lot
about perseverance and determination.
We linked the story to our school behaviour policy, focusing on
compassion and courage.
We also looked at the successes of Usain Bolt, Mo Farah and
Jesse Owens.
We have also learned about the history of Britain, influential
musicians, Nelson Mandela and Rosa Parks.

News from Year 3
PE Enrichment—Curling with Mr Ross
The children in Year 3 were thrilled to have the opportunity to practise their curling skills with Mr
Ross this term. After recapping the skills they had learnt in Year 2, the children were split into
teams and given time to practise aiming for the target. Mr Girling
stopped by to join in and offer some friendly competition. It was
then time for the points to be scored! After some close rounds, lots
of cheering and encouragement and some careful measuring from
Mr Ross, there was only one point
between the ‘Reds’ and the ‘Blues’.
The children thoroughly enjoyed a
slightly different type of PE lesson.
Curling is run as an after school club
and teaches the children control,
precision, aiming and team work.

Back to school and the Daily Mile!

Art and Design in Year 3

After a slightly disappointing end to Year 2, it
was a delight to find out that we would be
joining each of our classes at Colneis. The
children have settled into their new school
with positivity, enthusiasm and a desire to
learn—we could not have hoped for a better
start. We have been so impressed by the
children’s recall of their previous learning and
their stamina for what are turning out to be
very busy days! After Literacy, Numeracy,
Science, French, Art, RE and much, much
more, the children still have the energy for the
Daily Mile every afternoon. This involves the
children running, jogging or walking around
the back field for 10 minutes every afternoon.
Some of the children like to challenge themselves to improve their lap score. It is a
fantastic opportunity to get fresh air, exercise
and to talk to friends and teachers. The
children return to their last lessons of the day
energised and ready to learn.

There was great excitement when we introduced the Year 3 children to their Colneis
Art Sketchbooks! The children have been
proud of their books from day one and the
art they are producing is not only of a high
quality, it is also beautifully presented and
will provide clear evidence of their journey
within this subject. Lessons have included
mark making, patterns in the environment,
observation skills and pencil techniques.
The children have sketched beach huts,
harvest vegetables and they have now
moved on to exploring water colours as a
way of enhancing their drawings.

News from Year 4
Year 4 have made a brilliant start back into school this term. They have settled into the routines of
our ‘new normal’ and have shown that they can take responsibility for making good choices that help
to keep everyone safe.
Here are just a few of the things that we have been doing over this first half term back:
PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education)
Our ‘Back to School’ topic has helped everyone settle back into
school. We began by thinking about the changes due to COVID and
the children made posters for the wall to help everyone remember the
new ‘rules’.

Since then, we have thought about different emotions and the way
people might be feeling in different situations, as well as learning how
to help with some calming down strategies, when someone might be
feeling overwhelmed.
English/History
Our history topic for this term is Ancient Greece, and our
English lessons use this theme as well. We started by looking at the features of myths and read some together.
We have got to know the story of Theseus and the minotaur
really well, using drama and the story mountain framework.
The children have written their own versions of this story,
using descriptive language and punctuation to build up the
tension and add to the excitement of the story. The teachers
have been very impressed by the childrens’ effort and have
read some amazing stories.
We have also thought about myths from a historical point of
view, thinking about what we can learn about daily life in
Ancient Greek times from them. We have also learnt about
life in Ancient Greece by looking carefully at the designs on
some Greek pots.
PE

This half term Year 4 have been very active! With
their class teachers they have created gymnastic
sequences with changes of speed, direction and
levels. During their weekly sessions with Mr Ross,
they have focused mainly on basketball skills. However, they have also tried out some ‘cross country’
type running and ‘paarlauf’ shuttle running, which
would normally have been part of inter-school
events. The children also really enjoyed their PE
enrichment session with Mr Ross, where they tried
out the sport of curling (see photo).

News from Year 5
Science
In our physics based topic this half term, we have been learning about Forces. We have
successfully experimented with the laws of gravity and have studied various forms of friction.
Using force meters, we have measured the effect of gravity. We also designed an experiment, by
making parachutes, to test the effects of air resistance.

History
In history this term, we have been focusing on the Ancient Egyptians. We began by acting out
Howard Carter’s search for Tutankhamun’s tomb and have linked this to developing a personal
recount in our English lessons. We have also studied how the pyramids were built, including how
the materials were transported to the site. In addition, in our art lessons, we have made an
Egyptian paddle doll.

Music
We have loved learning to play the djembe and exploring how these African drums are used in
their traditional environment. We have studied tempo, rhythm, dynamics and pitch and have
extended our previous learning on musical notation. Keep an eye out on the Year 5 page of the
school website for our forthcoming audio performance.

News from Year 6
Year 6 have had a great start to the new school year. Our classrooms are set out in rows, all
forward facing and we have all the equipment we need available to us at our desks.

Rumpelstiltskin
This half term, we have been
retelling the traditional tale of
Rumpelstiltskin. To help us,
we acted out scenes outside
in the playground.

Art
Year Six have been studying the
work of Pablo Picasso. We have
been learning about Cubism and
have created our own artwork in
a similar style.

House Captains
The school have been busy electing Year 6 house captains and vice captains. They made a
video for classes to watch explaining why they should be chosen to represent their house and
a vote was held. The results are as follows:
Shaftesbury House Captains: Charlie A (6RW), Ariella (6J)
Vice Captains: Luca (6S), Aimee (6S)
Edison House Captains: Ned (6RW), Lily (6S)
Vice Captains: Thomas P (6S ), Maddie (6RW)
Fleming House Captains: Jake (6J), Hallie (6RW)
Vice Captains: Max (6S), Millie C (6S)
Dickens House Captains: Kyle (6RW), Darcy (6S)
Vice Captains: Jenson (6S), Estelle (6RW)

Harvest Celebrations
The children in Year 5 have been reflecting on the meaning and purpose of harvest. Using the
seven letters which make up the word H-A-R-V-E-S-T, they considered other words, relevant to
the harvest festival, which could be made by mixing up these letters. They came up with the following:
H-A-V-E (Thanking God for the food they have)
E-A-T (Enjoying and being grateful for the food we eat)
R-E-S-T (Thinking about the traditional nature of the farmers resting after harvest)
S-T-A-R-V-E (Considering those people less fortunate than ourselves)
S-H-A-R-E (Thinking about other people and sharing our food)

The pumpkins grown in
Alfie’s garden formed part
of the Harvest display
in Year 3 and were used
within our observational
drawings in art.

Year 6
Harvest
posters

Black History Month
After learning about the life and achievements of Mary Seacole, the children in Year 3 discussed
the following questions:


What obstacles did Mary Seacole have to overcome to serve in The Crimean War?



How did Mary Seacole help the British soldiers?

The children reflected on why Mary’s story was not as well-known as other
historical figures and how people’s attitudes and opinions have changed
today.

Year 6 have been learning about Black history month during our PHSE and music lessons. We
have listened to music from the 1950s to the present day. In PHSE we have been talking about
lots of significant dates in black history and learning about lots of important people.

In Year 1 the children enjoyed taking part in an egg experiment activity to explore Black History
Month. They were considering what was the same, what was different, discussion around how
the appearance on the outside differed and how that affected the egg on the inside.
The children have also been learning about important figures in black history.

Other News...
Felixstowe Photograph Competition
VisitFelixstowe have launched their 2021 Felixstowe Photograph Competition and are seeking applicants to submit photographs. This year they are also having a category for young
people.
The category for young people is:
Theme 1: Young Photographer. Open to those aged 16 years and under only. We want to
see your pictures of Felixstowe which can be on any theme - BUT must aim to promote Felixstowe as a visitor destination. Eg - the beach, family fun, big ships, Landguard Fort, etc.

Key Entry Criteria
- The competition is open to UK residents only, including all amateur and professional photographers.
- All photographs must have been taken in the town of Felixstowe in Suffolk.
- The photograph must not have been published previously or won a prize in any other photographic competition.
- Entrants may only submit ONE photograph for inclusion into ONE of the three themes.
- Closing date for entry is 12pm on Wednesday 24 March 2021.
Further information can be found here: http://www.visitfelixstowe.org.uk/features-and-stories/
felixstowe-photo-competition/

Parking when dropping off/collecting
Could we please remind you to park responsibly when dropping your child to school/
collecting from school. Please be considerate of local residents and ensure that they have
access to their driveways.

Competition Winner
Many congratulations to Lauren who has won a Suffolkwide competition to find a child who has inspired others
to look after the environment.
Lauren won this prestigious award in conjunction with
Families Suffolk magazine. The competition was judged
by BBC Radio Suffolk presenter Lesley Dolphin.
As part of her prize, Lauren has won some
signed copies of a children’s book written by
Debbie Bartlett for the school.
Well done Lauren, this is a great achievement!

Competition Winner Lauren
with fellow eco-warriors
Libby and Henry

Term Dates
Current Academic Year: Term dates for 2020-2021
Autumn term:
Start of Autumn term:
Half term:
End of Autumn term:
PD (non school) days:

Spring term:
Start of Spring term:
Half term:
End of Spring term:
PD (non school) day:
Summer term:
Start of Summer term:
May Bank Holiday:
Half term:
End of Summer term:
PD (non school) days:

Thursday 3 September 2020
Monday 26 October 2020 to Friday 30 October 2020
Friday 18 December 2020
Tuesday 1 September 2020
Wednesday 2 September 2020

Tuesday 5 January 2021
Monday 15 February 2021 to Friday 19 February 2021
Friday 26 March 2021
Monday 4 January 2021

Monday 12 April 2021
Monday 3 May 2021
Monday 31 May 2021 (May Bank Holiday) to Friday 4 June 2021
Friday 16 July 2021
Monday 19 July 2021
Tuesday 20 July 2021

Next Academic Year: Term dates for 2021-2022
Autumn term:
Start of Autumn term:
Half term:
End of Autumn term:
PD (non school) days:

Spring term:
Start of Spring term:
Half term:
End of Spring term:
PD (non school) days:

Summer term:
Start of Summer term:
May Bank Holiday:
Half term:
End of Summer term:
PD (non school) day:

Thursday 2nd September 2021
Monday 25th October to Friday 29th October 2021
Friday 17th December 2021
Wednesday 1st September 2021
Friday 22nd October 2021

Thurs 6th January 2022
Monday 21st February to Friday 25th February 2022
Friday 8th April 2022
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Wednesday 5th January 2022

Tuesday 26th April 2022
Monday 2 May 2022
Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June 2022
Thursday 21st July 2022
Monday 25th April 2022

Our School Values

