
 

Parent Guide to Reading Books 

In recent years we have invested in lots of new reading books for children at Fairfield 

as some of our previous reading books didn’t always match our Phonics teaching in 

class. Many of the books we have used historically were written before Phonics was 

introduced and whilst these books are still worthwhile, and will still be used as ‘shared 

reading’ books, we have invested in more phonics based books that will allow the 

children to practise and consolidate the sounds they have been learning with their 

teacher which they will be encouraged to read with greater independence. At Fairfield, 

we follow Essential Letters and Sounds for our Phonics teaching. Essential Letters and 

Sounds is a systematic approach for teaching children to read using phonics and is 

used in many schools in England. It is split into six phases and begins when they are 

starting to learn about sounds in Nursery until they are more confident and fluent 

readers around aged 7 (the end of Year Two). Phonics encourages the children to link 

letters (graphemes) to sounds (phonemes) which helps them read and write words in a 

simpler way. 

The table below shows a breakdown of the different phases of phonics teaching 

alongside the Essential Letters and Sounds programme. 

Phase 1 

Approx. age 3-

4 

Nursery/ 

Reception 

This phase supports children’s speaking and listening skills. They 

focus on 

Environmental sounds, instrumental sounds, body percussion, 

rhythm and rhyme, alliteration, voice sounds and oral blending and 

segmenting. 

The focus is to hear and listen to sounds. 

Phase 2 

Approx. age 4-

5 

Reception 

Phase 2 introduces simple letter-sound correspondences. As each 

set of letters is introduced, children are encouraged to use their 

new knowledge to sound out and blend words. For example, they 

will learn to blend the sounds s–a–t to make the word sat.  

Set 1: 

s, a, t, p 

at, a, sat, pat, tap, sap, as 

 

Set 2: 

i – it, is, sit, pit, tip 

n – an, in, nip, pan, nap 

m – am, man, mat, map, Tim 

d – dad, and, sad, dim, Sid 

Set 3: 

g – tag, gag, sag, gas, pig 

o – got, on, not, top, dog 

Set 4: 

ck – kick, sack, dock, sick, pocket 

e – get, pet, ten, net, pen 



c – can, cot, cop, cap, cod 

k – kid, kit, Kim, Ken 

u – up, mum, run, mug, cup 

r – rip, ram, rat, rocket, carrot 

Set 5: 

h – had, him, his, hot, hut 

b – but, big, back, bed, bus 

f, ff – of, if, off, fit, fog, puff 

l, ll – let, leg, lot, bell, doll 

ss – less, hiss, mass, mess, 

boss 

They will also start to learn tricky 

words (words which they cannot 

sound out). Phase 2 tricky words 

are: the, to, no, go, I, into 

 

Phase 3 

Approx. age 4-

5 

Reception 

In this phase, children build on their knowledge and sounds they 

have learned in Phase 2. They learn consonant digraphs (sounds 

which are made up of two letters such as ch) and long vowel 

sounds (for example igh or ai). 

Set 6: 

j – jet, jam, jog, Jan 

v – van, vet, velvet 

w – wig, will, web 

x – fox, box, six 

 

Set 7: 

y – yes, yet, yell 

z – zip, zig-zag 

zz – buzz, jazz 

qu – quit, quick, liquid 

 

Consonant digraphs: 

ch – chip, chat, rich 

sh – shop, shed, fish 

th – thin, moth, that 

ng – ring, thing, song 

 

Vowel digraphs and trigraphs: 

ai – rain, tail, aim 

ee – bee, leek, see 

igh – high, sigh, might 

oa – boat, toad, foal 

oo – boot, food, moon 

oo – book, wood, foot 

ar – park, art, car 

or – for, torn, fork 

ur – hurt, fur, surf 

ow – cow, owl, town 

oi – coin, boil, oil 

ear – dear, shear, year 

air – fair, pair, hair 

ure – sure, pure, manure 

er – dinner, summer, letter 

They will learn the next set of tricky words (words which they cannot 

sound out). Phase 3 tricky words are: he, she, we, me, be, was, you, 

they, all, are, my, her 

Phase 4 

Approx. age 5 

In this phase the children will not learn any new sounds, but will be 

learning to read and spell words with adjacent consonants. We 



Year One often call these friendly letters so that the children understand that 

they like to go together. For example, trip, strong, and milk.  

They will learn the next set of tricky words: said, have, like, so, do, 

some, come, were, little, one, when, out, what. 

Phase 5 

Approx. age 5-

6 

Year One 

In this phase the children will learn new graphemes to help them 

with their reading and writing. They will also be taught alternative 

pronunciations for known graphemes. For example, they have 

already learned ow for cow but will now learn ow as in crow. 

They will learn alternative spellings for sounds (phonemes) that 

they already know. For example, the sound /igh/ has been learned 

as the grapheme igh for fight but can now also be spelled as y for 

sky, ie for pie and i-e for slide. 

ay – day, play, crayon 

ou – cloud, sound, about 

ie – pie, tie, cried 

ea – sea, meat, read 

oy – toy, enjoy, boy 

ir – bird, shirt, first 

 

a-e – make, game, snake 

e-e – these, even, extreme 

i-e – like, time, slide 

o-e – home, bone, pole 

u-e – rule, June, flute 

ue – blue, true, glue  

aw – paw, claw, yawn 

wh – wheel, whisper, when 

ph – photo, dolphin, alphabet 

ew – new, crew, flew 

oe – toe, foe, tomatoes 

au – Paul, launch, haul 

Phase 5 tricky words: 

 

oh, their, people, Mr, Mrs, 

looked, called, asked, could 

 

 

Phase 6 

Approx. age 6-

7 

Year 2 

In this phase the children will be starting to read more words by 

sight and with increased fluency. They will have learned most of the 

letters and sounds and will be able to read lots of familiar words 

without needing to sound out and blend words. 

They will work on spelling patterns and rules (such as prefixes and 

suffixes) which they will have been exposed to in their Grammar 

lessons in Year One. 

 

What does this mean in terms of reading books? 

For those of you who have had children go through school previously, the reading 

books that we will be giving out will look very different to how it used to be. There is a  

much wider range of books (both fiction and non-fiction) at each level so there will be 

less movement within levels whilst your child is in each year group. Your children will 



not be moved through levels as rapidly and will spend more time focusing on texts 

that have sounds from the specific phases they are learning in their class. This gives the 

children the time they need to learn, apply and consolidate their phonics sounds in 

different phases.  

In Year 2, children may have previously been pushed through to free readers and have 

been able to self-select books that they would like to read. However, with our new 

book stock, we have a more comprehensive selection of books that will match their 

level of phonics appropriately and will be used to revise and embed all phases of 

Letters and Sounds. 

As a lot of our book stock was written prior to Letters and Sounds being 

introduced, the texts didn’t always match our phonics teaching. An 

example of this is the text ‘At the Seaside’ which is a Stage 3 text but 

contains lots of Phase 5 sounds e.g. ‘ea’ and ‘i-e’. We have reorganised 

our book stock so that the focus is on phases rather than stages as we 

move through the different phases of letters and sounds in our phonics teaching (as 

listed above). 

In your child’s book bag they will have a ‘shared’ read and an ‘independent’ read. 

What is the difference between a shared read and an independent read? 

Each book is clearly labelled as a shared or independent read. These have been 

stickered on the front with a little explanation to explain how much support you should 

be giving your child with that book. You will see the stickers below on the front of your 

child’s reading books: 

 

 Shared read – This is a book to challenge your child and that you will share with 

them. It can contain words and sounds they haven’t been taught before in class 

and so this book could be of a different level to their independent read. Lots of 

the Oxford Reading Tree texts will be used as shared reads (for example ‘At the 

Seaside’- mentioned above) as they contain sounds and tricky words that can 

challenge your children.  



 Independent read- this will be a book that will be given alongside their phonics 

teaching in class by their phonics teacher. It will be used to practise their phonic 

sounds that they are learning or have already learned. For example, if they are 

learning the consonant digraphs in Phase 3 phonics (ch, sh, th and ng) they will 

be given a book that contains these sounds where they can have a go at 

independently identifying the sounds and reading words that contain them (for 

example. chop, shop, thick and ring). 

You may find your children are on stages of books for longer as we will be 

tailoring books to match what your child has learned in class to ensure that we 

are securely embedding all of the sounds. They will move on to the next set or 

phase book when they have demonstrated they can apply those sounds in both 

their reading and writing. 

Books are labelled as Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 on the back of books but this is 

purely for stock organisation and space so don’t worry what year group sticker it has. 

Children do also learn to read at different paces and it is natural that some children are 

on higher stages than others; this corresponds to their phonics teaching which is set to 

match their gaps and ability.  

 

Your child will also often come home with a library book too and this will be 

changed on a weekly or bi-weekly basis. 

If you need additional books, each year group also has supplementary texts 

which are available for you – please speak to your child’s teacher. The 

supplementary books are texts that no longer fit our phonics scheme or library 

system. There is a big range of levels across Reception to Year 2 which you will 

have access to. 

Please only take one book at a time and make sure that it is changed it in the 

allocated area (your class teacher will be able to advise you on this). Do not leave 

them in your children’s bags as they may never make it back to the boxes!  

You can swap these supplementary 

books as regularly as you like and 

will see the following sticker on our 

supplementary texts. 

 

 

 

 



The big focus on comprehension 

A huge focus for us at Fairfield is reading comprehension which can be both verbal 

and written. We need to see that your child can talk about the book, can recall what 

they have read and can demonstrate their understanding through answering 

questions. 

Children’s book reading skills are often higher than their comprehension skills and we 

need to make sure that their comprehension skills match their sound recognition and 

fluency. In Reception children’s comprehension will be assessed through verbal 

questions and discussions around the book. 

We have reading assessments in Year 1 and Year 2 that compare data nationally with 

other schools. A huge part of this is written comprehension and I have attached a 

snapshot of a reading comprehension sheet that the children in Year One would be 

expected to complete fairly independently by Summer term.  

 

Being able to read their book and apply their phonics is a really important skill. 

However, their demonstration of comprehension is equally as valuable and is 

something the children can often find quite tricky, even in our most fluent and 

expressive readers. A good way to practise comprehension skills at home is to 

complete the quizzes on Oxford Reading Buddy. Your child needs to be able to read 



these questions independently and have a go at answering these themselves. You can 

also refer to The Totally Pawsome Gang and ask your own verbal or written questions 

once your child has read their book. 

What can you do once you have read the book? 

- Read it at least twice so your child has time to process and understand what they 

have read 

- Ask questions e.g. from the Pawsome Gang to check your child’s comprehension 

of what they have read 

- If their verbal comprehension is really strong, write down a question e.g. What 

happened first in the story? and get them to write a full sentence. 

Can you give me a quick summary? 

 Children get a shared text and an independent text in their bag. The 

independent text is a book that has sounds they are currently learning which 

they should be able to read with very little support. The shared text will be more 

challenging and will be used to challenge your children as it will contain words 

and sounds they may not have learned. 

 The focus is on PHASE and not STAGE. There are some 

books which have different stages and phases listed on 

them – we are focusing purely on phase teaching so ignore 

what stage your child is on. For example, the book The 

Frog Prince in Year One is a stage 6 book but is Letters and 

Sounds Phase 5. Whilst they are in Year One and learning 

Phase 5 sounds, they will be getting Phase 5 books which 

may include stage 5 or 6 interchangeably. This is because 

the stages are no longer relevant and we are looking 

purely at Letters and Sounds Phases. 

 In your child’s bag they should have 1 shared read, 1 independent read,  

1 library book (this will be changed in line with the class library slot). This may 

look slightly different for children in Year Two initially as they will have moved 

through Phases 1-5 phonics teaching. 

 A huge part of a child’s reading progress is their ability to show their 

understanding of what they have read (both written and verbally) so please 

discuss the books with your child and ask them questions.  

 

Happy reading!  

 



 


