
SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
May 2022 

The Federation of 
Fairfield and Colneis 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Welcome to the most recent edition of our school newsletter.  As   

always, I would encourage you to have a flick through all year group 

pages so that you can see some of the fantastic learning opportuni-

ties that the children across our schools are currently taking part in.   

It has been great to be able to start to see parents back in school 

over the past few weeks. I know a number of you have enjoyed     

attending the 'Stay and Play' or 'Learning Cafe' sessions with your children, and from 

speaking to you I know you have really valued seeing and working alongside your 

children in class. We have missed being able to welcome you in, but let's hope      

restrictions are a thing of the past and we can continue to build on these chances to 

have you in school moving forward. 

This week we are holding our Queen's Platinum Jubilee celebrations - I know the 

children will enjoy their Jubilee Lunch on Friday as well as hosting a visit from the 

Mayor to our assemblies at both schools. 

Have a good half term break.   

Best wishes and kind regards 

Mr Mark Girling 

Headteacher 



News from Nursery  News from Nursery  

Dinosaurs—Finding Fossils 

We’ve had so much fun exploring our dinosaurs topic and the children have all been very excited 

to explore the role of a palaeontologist. They had the opportunity to learn through play in our  

Fossil Dig Role Play area and also during a pen-pals session in which they used a cocktail stick 

to remove the chocolate chips from a biscuit! 

One More, One Less—Practical  Maths Activity 

The children enjoyed this hands-on experience to help them develop a deep understanding of the 

concept of one more and one less. Using the toy dinosaurs they practised counting and used 

new mathematical vocabulary.  

The Platinum Jubilee 

We are all very much looking forward to celebrating 70 years of the reign of Queen Elizabeth II. 

The children have created some splendid silhouettes to display in their windows at home and 

have all contributed to our very own floral display in the Nursery garden. We recycled plastic milk 

containers into planters and the children each chose a flower to plant, which has been put        

together to create a crown. 



News from Reception  News from Reception  
Maypole Dancing  

The children have enjoyed the opportunity to dance around the 

maypole. Children have been learning routines, maypole songs 

and have been using instruments to accompany the dancing. 

Even rainy days have not stopped our dancing as the maypole 

moved indoors! The children have watched film clips from past 

May Day festivals and watched as the ribbons plaited around 

the pole. Thank you again to the Men’s Shed for refurbishing 

our maypole, which is looking fantastic after welding to repair 

the crown and a fresh coat of paint. 

Crafts for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

The children have been learning about the Queen and the heirs to the throne. They have been 

exploring some of the Queen’s roles and responsibilities through film clips and stories. There 

have been crafting opportunities to learn about the Union Jack flag, the guards at Buckingham 

Palace and the crown jewels. We were delighted to be invited to share some of the children’s art-

work in the Co-op’s window display. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have been learning the chorus to the National Anthem, God Save the Queen. The 

children had the opportunity to paint portraits of Her Majesty as well as designing queen themed 

hanging baskets. There was a collaborative painting and planting project to design Windsor   

Castle using a cable drum. We will be sharing our planter in ‘Felixstowe in Flower’ next month. 



News from Year 1 News from Year 1 

Trip to Jimmy’s Farm and Wildlife Park 

We enjoyed a fantastic trip to Jimmy’s Farm.  

The coach was a very exciting experience for 

many children, they especially loved being so high 

up as we travelled over the Orwell Bridge! 

It was lovely to see the children in the den building 

area, working together to create their own dens.  

Ranger James gave us a talk about lambs and  

introduced us to one of the hand reared lambs 

called Chop. All the children had the chance to 

stroke Chop and were surprised at how soft her 

fleece was.  

Topics this half term: Flat Stanley, The Bad Tempered Ladybird, The Very   

Hungry Caterpillar and Farming 

We have enjoyed a very busy half term. The children really liked the story of Flat Stanley and are 

loving receiving their letters from family and friends. The children have worked hard to sequence 

and retell the story of The Bad Tempered Ladybird and The Very Hungry Caterpillar. We       

challenged the children to think of interesting adjectives to improve the stories.  

What Animals Did We See?  

The children were so excited to see so 

many different animals including camels, 

snakes, zebras, meerkats, lambs, emu, 

armadillo, donkeys, crocodiles, turkeys, 

goats, monkey, tortoise, pigs, tapir,     

raccoons, wallaby and reindeer! 

PE with Mr Ross 

This half term the children have been using 

a range of apparatus to travel across equip-

ment. They have been challenged to use  

different movements with different parts of 

their body, hold a balance for the count of 5 

and end with a jump.  

The children have been using peer assess-

ment to identify two stars and a wish to  

identify what their friends have done well 

and what they can improve on next time. 



News from Year 2 News from Year 2 
 

Capacity  

The children had a really fun afternoon investigating capacity 

and volume. We used lots of different containers, some with 

scales and some plastic bottles. The children learnt all about 

ml and L and spent the session predicting the capacity of   

bottles and then using the measuring tubes to accurately     

record this. The nice hot weather made using the water even 

more fun!  

Seed Planting 

In Science we have been learning about seeds and 

flowers. Last week we did some observational     

drawings of plants and flowers around Fairfield and 

learnt about the jobs of each part of the plant.  

This week we have planted our own seeds, creating a 

prediction of what we think they will look like when  

fully grown. The children will also be able to buy their 

own plants at the Summer Fair!  

Queen’s Jubilee  

The children have been getting very excited about the Jubilee. We 

completed some artwork for a competition using wax crayons to    

create the Queen’s crown and thought carefully about contrasting 

colours to brush over and make the crown stand out.  

We have also shared some of the lovely 

projects completed by Year 2 children to 

show off the ‘naughties’.  

Not long to go now until our picnic on the 

back green. Fingers crossed for nice 

weather!!  



News from Year 3 News from Year 3 

This term we have been busy with our Rainforest topic. We have learnt where we would find 

them around the world and why they have an important part to play in our everyday lives. We 

have used a cross curricular approach to this topic so we can continue to build the children’s 

knowledge about the natural world around them. 

In English and topic lessons, we have been learning to write information texts and researching 

information using safe and reliable sources. The children have written excellent pieces about the 

layers of the rainforest and rainforest animals.  

In Art, the children have used their sketching and collage to create leaves and flowers to build our 

displays!  In Science we are learning about the structure of a plant and the role they play in the 

pollination process.  

Finally, we want to thank everyone for your support with the new weekly homework. We have 

particularly been pleased with the children’s participation and we have been impressed with the 

creative work we have seen so far. We look forward to a packed, final half term! 



News from Year 4 News from Year 4 

 

Landguard Nature Reserve Trip 

On 3rd and 4th May, Year 4 went to Landguard Nature Reserve as part of our ‘Habitats’ Science 

topic. We met the ranger, who introduced us to the area, and explained why it is such an         

important habitat. We learnt about some of the plants, animals and birds that live on or visit the 

reserve. We then divided into two groups. One group went with the ranger and learnt about   

plastic pollution. She showed us how tiny pieces of plastic find their way into the sea, and 

showed us the harm that they can do to marine wildlife. We then spent a little time litter picking 

for plastics on the seashore. Overall, Year 4 cleaned up 350 pieces of plastic from the beach! 

The other group spent some time being beach detectives, and looking at the shingle plants. Then 

they moved onto the acid grassland and looked closely to see the tiny plants in the grass, that is 

kept really short by the rabbits. 

We swapped activities halfway through the morning so that everyone did both. Everyone had a 

very enjoyable and informative morning. 
Plastics 

As part of our follow up         

activities, we learnt a little more 

about plastics. We discovered 

that they are very important in 

many aspects of our daily lives, 

but also learnt how they can be 

a problem, especially to ocean 

wildlife. 

We used a range of plastic   

materials that might otherwise 

be thrown away to make some 

of our own sea creatures. 



News from Year 5 

   

News from Year 5 

The children were pleased to participate in 

an art competition which involved them     

designing and creating a picture to celebrate 

the forthcoming Platinum Jubilee. The theme 

for our year group was ‘food and drink for a 

tea party with the Queen’. We used the work 

of Tom Hovey, who draws for the Great   

British Bake Off, as our inspiration. 

PE: Cricket and Dance 

Just before Easter, the children were fortunate to participate in a cricket enrichment event, which 

was led by a Suffolk Cricket coach. PE lessons this half term for 5S and 5T have followed on 

from this, with the children developing their bowling, batting and fielding techniques. In contrast, 

5R have been working with a dance coach from Premier Sports, to prepare for a dance perfor-

mance at the Seckford Theatre in Woodbridge later on this term. 

   

              

Science: Living Things and Their Habitats 

Plants and their habitats have been an important feature of our Science lessons so far this term. 

The children each planted a Nasturtium seed and are nurturing it in the hope that it will germinate 

and develop into a fully flowering plant. 

Art: Royal Jubilee 



News from Year 6 News from Year 6 

The Year 6 teachers are very proud of how hard all of the pupils have worked this term 

Grove Visit 

To inspire our art and English lessons, the pupils visited the local 

woodland - Abbey Grove and The Grove. Whilst there, the pupils 

explored the woodland using all of their senses to produce some 

high level vocabulary to use in their upcoming lessons. They also 

made close observations of natural objects. 

Rounders 

This half term, we have enjoyed playing rounders. 

The pupils have develop their knowledge, skills 

and tactical awareness of the game following the 

British Rounder Rules. 

SATs Breakfast Club 

In the week beginning Monday 9th 

May, the children were invited in to 

school early to attend breakfast club; 

it was lovely see them interacting 

with their friends before school in a       

relaxed environment. One of the 

highlights of the week was seeing 

their attitude and focus towards the 

End of Key Stage 2 Assessments. 

We know they all tried their best and 

looked forward to a little treat after 

each session. 

Summer Term House Captains 

Congratulations to this term’s House and 

Vice Captains for successfully being   voted to 

represent their house! 

They are proudly leading their Houses   

and are most definitely great role models  

to the rest of the pupils at our school. 



Extra News 

Remembering Our Dear Friend Gus 

We were saddened to hear of the passing of our dear friend and long 

standing helper Gus. Gus offered his time as a volunteer at our school 

since his granddaughter Poppy joined Reception approximately 9 years 

ago. He consistently heard readers twice a week and the children were  

always keen to hear his feedback. Gus was a valued member of the       

Reception team, who regaled the children with great stories and provided a 

wealth of knowledge about the natural world. Gus was desperate to get 

back into school during COVID restrictions and kept in touch with us 

throughout the lockdown period. We will miss Gus but are so grateful for 

his devotion and the contribution of his time throughout the years. 

Friends of Fairfield and Colneis Summer Fair 

Venue: Colneis Junior School 
Date: Saturday 11th June 2022 

Time: 12pm-3pm 
 

There are a host of activities planned on the day including a petting zoo, BBQ and bouncy castle. 

We are in need of helpers, so if you are available, please email: friendsoffairfield@outlook.com 

We hope to see you together with your family and friends. 

 

Friends of Fairfield and Colneis Car Boot Sale 

Venue: Colneis Junior School 
Date: Sunday 3rd July 2022 

Time: Buyers from 10am, Sellers from 9am—until 1pm 
 

Pitches are £5 if pre-booked via friendsoffairfield@outlook.com but spaces are limited. 

Come along to find a bargain whilst supporting our schools. 
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Term Dates 


